SUMMARY Men attending a genitourinary medicine clinic had an appreciably higher prevalence of subpreputial infection with group B streptococci (GBS) than with Staphylococcus aureus or coliform bacilli. Carriage of GBS was similar in older and younger age groups and was higher in homosexuals than heterosexuals and in those with balanitis than those without. Thus, while GBS may cause balanitis in heterosexuals, sexual transmission is unimportant; in contrast sexual transmission of GBS may be more common among homosexuals but balanitis is rare.
Introduction
Serious group B streptococcal infection among infants increased in incidence in the 1950s and 1960s, though it was more of a problem in North America and the rest of Europe than in Britain. ' Babies with the early onset form of the infection acquire the micro-organism from their mothers, and in the USA Knox2 noted that 32 of 112 parturient women in the lower socioeconomic groups harboured group B streptococci (GBS) in the vagina. Concern has recently been expressed in Britain about streptococcal disease in the newborn, and sexual transmission between parents has been postulated;3 this may explain the difficulty in eradicating the organism during pregnancy. An association has also been suggested between balanitis and carriage of GBS (unpublished data).4
In this study we examined the carriage rate of GBS in men with gonorrhoea, non-specific urethritis, candidosis, and other sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) or no STD, and related it to age, country of birth, and sexual orientation. We 
